From Tilsit to Chaumont
was, " Sign anything that will prevent the occupation of Paris by the victorious Allies.'' Among all the Powers, Great Britain alone brought to the Congress a generally deserved reputation of consistency. She had from the first disclaimed any idea of territorial aggrandisement as the result of victory. As for the political future of France, that was for France to decide; Castlereagh only offered the suggestion that the best guarantee for French tranquillity would be found in a Bourbon restoration. Before, however, the Congress actually met, Napoleon's successes against Blucher had raised the French demand and given a new tone of exultant defiance to the conqueror. 4iAt least," he remarked, " I am nearer to Munich than the Allies are to Paris." He therefore clung to the belief of its being possible to break the European concert and come to terms with Austria alone. That end, he thought, might be furthered by his Austrian wife. Metternich, however, may have trembled for the fate of Vienna, but was quite indifferent to the fall of Marie Louise, The Austrian princess had indeed served the diplomatist's purpose by falsely suggesting to her husband that he had a friend in the Kaiser at Vienna.
The practical outcome of the Congress of Chatillon was to bring home to Napoleon's mind the fact of his dethronement having been irrevocably decreed. French territory was to be kept within the limits of the old monarchy as it existed before the Revolution. Should that arrangement be rejected by Bonaparte, Austria, Prussia, Russia and England were to maintain each of them 150,0x50 men in the field. In addition to the cost of her own army, Great Britain
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